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species. Unless there is snow or frost soon, it is likely to spread dreadfully; though hitherto it has not reached many miles from London. At first, it was imagined that the Papists had empoisoned the pools ; but the physicians have pronounced it infectious, and brought from abroad.
I forgot to tell you, that my uncle begged the Duke of Newcastle to stifle this report of the sham Pretender, lest the King should hear it and recall the Duke, as too great to fight a counterfeit.    It is certain that the army adore the Duke, and are gone in the greatest spirits;  and on the parade, as they began their march, the Guards vowed that they would neither give nor take quarter.    For bravery, his Royal Highness is certainly no Stuart, but literally loves to be in the act of fighting.    His brother has so far the same taste, that the night of his new son's4 christening, he had the citadel of Carlisle in sugar at supper, and the company besieged it with sugar plums.    It was well imagined, considering the time and the circumstances.    One thing was very proper; old Marshal Stair was there, who is grown child enough to be fit to war  only with  such  artillery. Another piece of ingenuity of that court was on the report of Pitt being named Secretary at War.    The Prince hates him, since the fall of Lord Granville: he said, Miss Chud-leigh5, one of the Maids, was fitter for the employment; and dictated a letter, which he made her write to Lord Harrington, to desire he would draw the warrant for her. There were fourteen people at table, and all were to sign, it: the Duke of Queensberry6 would not, as being a friend of
4  Prince Henry Frederick (1745-     Pierrepont, second Duke of King-1790); CT.Dttke of Cumberland, 1766.     ston.   She was tried for bigamy in
5  Elizabeth, daughter of Colonel     1776, and found guilty.   After her Thomas   Chudleigh,   Governor   of     trial she left England.    She died Chelsea Hospital; m. 1. (privately,     abroad in 1788.
in 1744), the Hon. Augustus John        6 Charles    Douglas    (1698-1778),
Hervey (afterwards third Earl of     third Duke of Queensberry; Lord of
Bristol)-,  2. (1769,  during the life-     the   Bedchamber,   1720;   Vice-Ad-
time of her first husband), Evelyn     miral of Scotland, 1722-30; Lord of